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Robert A. Yelle is Professor for the Theory and Method of 
Religious Studies and Chair of the Interfaculty Program in 
Religious Studies at Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich. 
He studied at Harvard College (A.B. in Philosophy 1988), the 
University of California at Berkeley (J.D. 1993), and the 
University of Chicago Divinity School, where he received a Ph.D. 
in the History of Religions (2002) based on research conducted 
in Calcutta, India, on a Fulbright-Hays Fellowship. Prior to 
arriving in Munich, Yelle was Associate Professor at the 
University of Memphis. He has received fellowships from the
University of Toronto, the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign, New York University School of Law, and the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation. Among his 
publications are Explaining Mantras (Routledge, 2003), The 
Disenchantment of Language (Oxford, 2013), and Semiotics of 
Religion (Bloomsbury, 2013). 


